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PREFACE. 


Hatever Sentiments a Man may 
entertain in his own Breaſt, 
Gratitude and publick Decency 
re of him never to betray, 

either in Diſcourſe or Writing, 
the Cauſe of that particular Church whoſe 
Brcad be eats, and from whoſe Revenues be 
draws a ſufficient Support to appear with 
ſome Dignity in the World. This Princaple 
being laid down, it will be difficult to ac- 
count for the Behaviour of the Gentleman, 
_ whoſe extraordinary Performance gave Oc- 
cafion to the following Letter. The only 
Excuſe to be alledged in his Behalf is, that 
the maſterly Pen of the celebrated Mr. Ad- 


a_ 


diſon having prevented him from diſplaying, 
A2 with 
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with any tolerable Succeſs, bis Claſſic Learn- 
ing in 4a Tourney to Italy; be was reſolved, 
even at the Expence of his Mother Church, 
to let the World ſee what be could have done, 
had no one gone before him in that way 
of Writing, However, be ought to have 
avoided wounding, through the Sides of the 
Papiſts, that very Church which has f 
many Titles to expett a different Treatment 
at bis Hands. 


If the following Lines appear too mild, 
after ſuch juſt Provecation, the Reader is 
defired to take Notice, that the Author was 
unwiillug to imitate Dr. M - - n, «who makes 
no D:fficulty of calling thoſe very Gentlemen, 
eaſy, tilly, ſtupid Fools and Bigots, in wheſe 
Conver ſation be owns he found much Can- 
dor, Humanity, and particular Civilities. 
Such Language, whatever Mift it 
may raiſe before the Eyes of the Unthinking, 
yet generally betrays a Weakneſs either in the 
Cauſe, or its Aduocate, and ſeldom fails of 
proving prejudicial to both, ' 


It's true, be ſcemi to make ſome 
for his over-flowing Zeal which has thus 
tranſported lim, by alledging a parilcalar 

Dif 
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Diſlike to Popery, as inconſſtent with a free 
Government. Perhaps, when be wrote this 
Letter, Cicero and the golden Days of 4 
Roman Republick were running in bis Head; 
otherwiſe he would never bave made ſ ill a 
Compliment to the Conflitution of his own 
Country, For if that was not the Caſe, be 
muſt certainly have remember d that 
Charta, that ineſtimable Depoſitum of our 
Liberties, was eftabliſhed and maintained 
for upwards of three Hundred Years before 
the Proteſtant Religion baniſhed Popery from 
theſe Realms. Ether then the Deftor muff 
deny that a limited Monarchy is confiftent 
with Freedom, or recall that far-fetch'd Ex- 
cuſe, when he ſays, Popery is incon/iſtent with 
a free Government. — Befides, let him look 
abroad among the Proteſtant Governments, 
and then lay bis Hand on his Heart, and tell 
us, whether Liberty and Proteſtancy 

neceſſarily go Hand in Hand. ng 


But flill, ſuppoſing the Caſe as be repre- 
ſents it, will this excuſe a Doctor of Divini- 
ty fer intraducing this unuſual Met bad of Con- 
tro very? If be really defign'd to promote the 
Cauſe of the Church by Law eftabliſhed, as be 
ought i have done, there are not wanting 


I great 
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great Examples of Moderation, as well as 


Zeal, againſt the Papiſts, who were as far 


from ſpiriting up, by thetr Writings, one Body 
of Chriſtians to another, as Dr. M 
is from being the Cauſe of any Man's 


Impriſonment on Account of Religion. 
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N Hiſtorical, Critical, and Practical 


Diſeaſes the Gout terminates from impro- 
per Treatment. With a Dedicatory Diſ- 
courſe concerning the Preſent State of Pur- 
sick in Europe. 


At vero nunc aliter bæc ſe res habet: ut enim a- 
liarwm artium cunttarum opifices plurimùm in- 
ter ſe differunt, tum manu, tum mente; fic 
etiam in Medica evenit Arte. Quapropter 
cenſeo ego, ipſam non egere Imbelli * 
velut ea que ſunt obſcura & dubia; de quibus 
| quis diſſerere velit, eum neceſſe eſt Hypotbei 
uti. Hippocrat. 


de Veten Medicina. 


TroMas THompeson, M.D. fometime 


Profyndick of the Univerſity of Padua. 


owing 

requires no Apology for the Liberty I have 
taken, of addreſſing you on the Subject 
of your late extraordinary Performance, 
Tre PrREFATORY DiscoUuRSE ro THE 
FOURTH EDITION oF vox LETTER 
FROM ROME m to all the Ob- 
jeftions of a Popiſh Book, intituled, Tux 
CaTayoLick CHRISTIAN, 


B My 
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My Curioſity ed me, 5 
i atory Diſcourſe, to enquire 
yy your Pen Dibenh, vo 
Catholicks on this Occaſion. As I have 
the Honour, as well as If to be ac- 
with ſeveral of that Perſuaſion, 
Men (to uſe your own Words) of great 
robity, Politeneſs, and Humanity, ] it * 

not long before I learnt their Opinion 


* Obſtacle to their De- 


This, Sir, as you will naturally gueſs, 
only a CO and 
iſe yours. I came to Parti- 

Pn SY. TT he ar weve Ales 


But firſt, I muſt beg Leave to give 


ſome Obſervations of my own on 


* 
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the Privilege, you are pleas d to claim, of 
being _— 2 .—— As to your Con- 

Warburton, there are 
n who defign to favour you 
with their Animadverfions on that Subject. 
To them therefore I leave that Province. 


But what I am moſt at a Loſs to account 
e 1 
to yourſelf from the In- 
e much you 
7 well affected to the Church 
England ; ſo on the other, ſtrong Symp- 
toms appear throughout the whole Perfor- 
mance of a greater Attach to Pagans/m, 
than any one eſtabliſhed Church on the 
Face of the Earth. 


It's true, mention Pro- 


you frequently 
2 conf — the 

tions are com 
Churth of England, Lutherans, Calviniſts, 
the Bk of Scotland, de e. &c. 
&c. conſequently ſi ral Expreſſions 
3 not Abo 3 a Member 
one of thoſe particular Churches. 
nn his Senſes could ever 
, at one and the ſame Time, all their 
Terms of Communion, their diſtin- 
guiſhing Tenets from each other being di- 


rectly oppoſite in many eſſential Points ; it 
I 


fol- 
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follows, that he who conten 


Indeed, Sir ! what with ALL $soBER 
Proteſtants? What, muſt the Church of 
England, after all her Struggles, vail her 
Mitres to the Catuiniftical Synods of Ce- 
neva? Muſt ſhe lay afide her Order of Bi- 

Miniſters for the fu- 


161 
i/m, and defer 
Ee Cl Grin ey ne 


And yet, Sir, there is not one of theſe Per- 
ſuaſions but think themſelves son Pro- 
teflants; and conſequently fine Pro- 
F of a cloſe Union with ALL. ſober Pro- 
teſtants is a chimerical Undertaking, and 
ſeems only calculated for the Meridian of 
Moorfields ; for the Tenets I have inſtanc- 
ed, are Terms of Communion, and the 
effential conſtituent Marks of each Perſua- 


fion, diſtinguiſhing it from all the reſt. 


After reminding you of this notable 
you have made to the Church 


Compliment 
of England, let us ſee what Handle you 


have Adverſaries to ſufj 
2 
ſe cannot poſſibly mean 

F. agani ſin of old Rome, which, tho out- 
wardly practiſed by all, yet was only be- 
leved and admired by the Vulgar; this cer- 
tainly was too groſs to find any Patron of 
Common Senſe in theſe aur learn Days: 
No, at moſt can only pretend (i 

have any — to lay to your Charge 
a more refin'd Sort of Paganiſm, not un- 
worthy to be profeſs d, it's true, by ſuch 
great Men as Cicero, Atticus, Kc. = 
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At coming in and going aut, ſays that Au- 
thor, when we put on our Clothes or Shoes, 
when we waſh, when we fit down to Table, 
when we light a Candle, when we go to Bed 
« + + . whatſoever Corrver ſation employs us, 
we imprint on our Forebeads the Sign of 
the Croſs. 


of the Father, and of the Holy Ghoſt, can 
at leaſt have any thing ridiculous in it. 


As to the Sign of the Croſs itſelf, I find 
a remarkable Paſſage in Mr. Thorndike, a 
learned and ftrenuous Advocate for the 
Church of England, p. 117. Fuſt Weights 


and Meaſures; to which Standard had 
elſe 


his Weights and 

Meaſures, their Credit would not have 
fuffered by it. A Ceremony, ſays Mr. Thorn- 
dike, 


* 
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dike, of ſo much Reverence, and ſo general 
4.4 in the whole Church of God, from the 
nning, that nothing but the Difficulty 
of recalling it, preſerving Uni. ls _— 
ourſebves, can excuſe this Churc 
reftoring it in many other = 


Neither is this the only 1 
great Tenderneſs for Paganiſm. Speaking 
of Popiſh Holy Water. 1 
markable ion, p. 138. | The very 
on of this Holy Water was the ſame 
alſo among the Heathens, as it is now among 
the Papiſts, being NOTHING MURE than 
a Mixture of _ with common Water. |] 
Every Writer of Con t to be 
Maſter of the — 
he muſt expect to be laugh'd at for his 
Pains. But, if you really underſtood the 
Point in , you are guilty of a foul 
entation, as cannot be igno- 
rant that it's — 1 Vater, nor the 
Salt, on which the Papiſts lay any Streſs, 
but the Form under which theſe Elements 
are bleſs'd ; I mean the folemn Invocation 
of God's Holy Name, which, in my hum- 
ble Opinion, can be look d upon as No- 
THING MORE than what the Pagans did, 
only by ſuch as have renounced Chriſtia- 
nity. 


C But 


10 


But the Papiſts are not the only Perſons 
concerned. Perhaps you will think it very 
ſtrange to hear of a Proteſtant Holy Water 
at home, as well as a Popiſb one at Rome ; 
whether indeed you will allow the Com- 
poſition of it to have ANY THING MORE 
than that Water of the Pagans, on which 
you ſo often beſtow the Epithet of [ Holy,] is 
what I cannot pretend to determine. But this, 
Sir, I am afraid your Proteſtant Adverſa- 
ries of the Church of England will fay, that 
you muſt either recal thoſe rhetorical Flou- 
riſhes you have employ'd againſt Pop: 
Holy Water, or give a cruel Wound to 
Church by Law eſtabliſhed, and ſet Paga- 
niſin at leaſt upon an equal Footing with 
her in this particular. If you allow the Pro- 
teſtant Holy Water to have any THIN G 
MORE in it than your Pagan Holy Water, 
it can be only the Name of the ALMICGRH· 
TY EVERL1viNG Gop, who is ſolemnly 
called upon in the Miniftration of Baptiſm 
in the Book of Common Prayer to sax c Ti- 
ry the Water; this Advantage likewiſe 
the Popiſb· ſanctiſed Water mutt be allow- 
ed to have over your Pagan Holy Water, 
and conſequently all you have faid on this 
Subject is a groſs Impoſition on your Rea- 
der: But it, as many ſuſpect, you will 

not 
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not allow any Advantage to Proteſtant 
fantlified Water above your Pagan Holy 
Water, the Conſequence which Men of 
a very moderate Capacity will be able to 
draw from it is this, that a certain Doctor 
of Divinity can ſee NOTHING MoRE in 
the ſolemn Invocation of the adorable Name 
of the Almighty Everliving God, than in 
the Pagans — 17* thoſe Monſters of 
Iniquity they 'd as Deities. Poor 
Chriſtianity ! how art thou fallen 


But it is high time to make good my 
Promiſe of acquainting you with the Sen- 
timents the Roman Cathelicks have expreſs d 
concerning your Performance. | 


They eſteem your elaborate Work no 
better than a itated Miſrepteſenta- 
tion of their Religion, inexcuſable in a Man 
of your Learning, becauſe you could not 
be ignorant that what you are pleas'd to 
ſtile /hezr Religion, are no Terms of Com- 
munion with them, and conſequently whe- 
ther the greateſt Part of the Packs, which 
make up the Bulk of your Book be 
true, or falſe; whether, the Practices you 
exert your Ridicule upon, be aboliſhed or 
continued, their Religion is ſtill the fame. 
That as to . 

2 


[12] 

the Invocation of Saints, it is contain'd (and 
which muſt certainly know, if ever 
you made elf Maſter of that Point of 
Controverſy) in the following Words : 
That it is pious and profitable to apply our- 
ſelves to them, in the way of deſiring them 
to fray to God for us; but not ſo as to ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to them, as if they were the 
Authors or Diſpenſers of Pardon, Grace, 
or Salvation; or as if they had any Power 
to belp us independently of God's good Will 
and Pleaſure. 


This, Sir, they declare to be their Te- 
net and Term of Communion touching the 
Invocation of Saints. Now, had you de- 
fign'd any real Service to the Church of 
England, you ſhould have attack'd this 
Poſition, and not loſt your own and your 
Reader's time in demoliſhing a Phantom 

ou yourſelf had conjured up ; for till you 

ve refuted that Article of the Roman Ca- 
tholick Belicf, all you have advanced in 
charging them with giving divine Honours 
to their Saints, may move the Indignati 
but not deſerve leaſt Attention from 
any intelligent Reader. 


The ſame unbecoming Difingenuity, or 
unpardonable Ignorance in a Dodter of Di- 
I 


rinity, 
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vinity, is objected to you by thoſe Gentle. 
men with Regard to Pigures and Im ges 
in their Churches. Before you had traduc- 
ed them as Idolaters, fapid F Fools, N 4 


gots, &c. you ought 
and with ſolid Arguments have 
— which, X * 2 


Doctrine 


—— (if you are really ignorant 
of it) would have found to be as fol- 
lows : That it is good to keep them and re- 
tain them, and to have them in Churches, 
not only for Ornament and the ion 
of the Ignorant, but for the Honour and Re- 
membrance of Chriſt, and his Saints, and 
for to help to raiſe our Thoughts and our 
Hearts to heavenly Things. That there is 
a relative Honour due to them, reojon of 
the Perſons they repreſent. 
tine they aflrrto b: he Subſtance of what 
has been decreed on this Subject in the 
Councils of Nice the 2d, and Trent ; the 
former ſabjoins in its 7th Aion, that 
divine Worſhip is not to be given them ; 
and that of Trent, in the 2 5th Seſſion adds, 
that we are not to believe that there is 
Divinity or Power in them for which they 
are to be worſhipped ; and that we are not 
to pray to them, er put our Truft or Con- 
fadence in them. 


Here 
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Here again, Sir, I muſt take the Liber 
ty to tell you, that if you had the Cauſe of 
the Church of England truly at Heart, this 
Tenet, as avow'd by the Roman Catho- 
licks, would have been a Subject, 
on which you might have diſplay d your 
Parts and ing, and not wantonly con- 
demn'd Men from outward Appearances, 
as guilty of a monſtrous Sin which they 
fitively diſavow with the utmoſt - 
tian. 


You will reply, perhaps, that the Fact: 
alledged in your Book ſufficiently explode 
their Doctrine, and juſtified the Title you 
have prefix d to it, An exact Conformit 
between PopPERY and PAGANISM, or, f 
Religion of the preſent Romans derived 
from that of their He ArnEN ANCEs- 
TORS. 


This Reply was was thought on for you, 
and you ſhall hear the Anſwer made by the 
Raman Catholicks. 


They ſay, that as a Proteſtant from Ge- 
nueva would be juſtly condemn'd for his 
Inſincerity or Ignorance, if, after playing 
the Spy in England with Regard to reli- 
gions Affairs, he ſhould go home and _ 
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liſh to his Calviniſt Brethren, that he had 
diſcover d the Church of England to be a 
Neſt of rank Idolaters, and, in ſupport of 
his Aſſertion, vouch the following Fact, 
that he had ſeen Thouſands of them on 
their Knees receiving the Communion: In 
the fame Manner, the Roman Catholicks 
think themſelves unjuſtly miſrepreſented by 
a certain Door of Divinity (even ſuppbi- 
ing they allow'd the Fats) who has made 
a very ill Return for [that general Civility 
and Reſpect, that Quiet and Security, —— 
every Man of P is to find there, 
p. 123.] In e Fn: 
of the Church of England would have Rea- 
fon to complain that the Calviniſt Pro: eſ- 
tant ought to have examin'd what their 
Doctrine was in that Point, to have 
look d into the Book of Common Prayer, 
where he would have found that the Or- 
der for kneeling at Communion is well meant, 
and not uncharitably concluded, that they 
pay'd divine Worſhip to any thing tbere pre- 
ent; which Explanation is declared to be 
given, leſt ay Perſons, either out of 16No- 
RANCE Infirmity, or out of MALice 
and Obſtinacy, miſconſtrue the Ceremony of 
the People's receiving the Communion on 
their Knees. This, Sir, I preſume 


you 
will allow to be a juſt Manner of Reafon- 
ing; 
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Roman Catholicks think they 
y dealt with, to be denied the 
of Defence. 


For, ſay they, had the learned Doctor 
the Pains, if he had never done 
it before, to examine into the Doctrine of 
our-Church concerning the Invocation of 
Saints, Images and Piftures, as it is ex- 
prefs'd i in our Profeſſions of Faith and Ca- 
techiſins, he would never have, out of Io- 
NORANCE, whatever he might have done 
out of Malice, from ſeeing the 
People in 1tely upon their Knees, that they 
were guilty of [genuine oY" or I God 
divine Honours to an Idol, 
Yay = give 


Sir, think a little on theſe 
2 folid Anſwer to them in your fifth Edi- 
tion. 


But there is one general Obſervation they 
have made, that through the whole Perfor- 
mance you confound, whether deſignedly 
or otherwiſe you know beſt, the Significa- 
tion of Words, fixing a Senſe to them as 
eſſential, which they do not bear, unleſs fo 
determined by manifeſt Circumſtances. For 
an Inſtance of this they alledge the Word 
Worſhip, which, with ſome others, you 
employ to fignify divine a or the 


Honour 
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Honour due to God alone. They would 
willingly know if you never heard of what 
a Divines call religious Worſhip, as it 

y regards Things appertaining to the 
rs. he of God; Po the facred Name 
of Jeſus, the Holy Scri res, Holy-days, 
89 28 likewiſe a civil gor, 2 Pa 
rents, Princes and Magiſtrates. Thus when 
a Man kneels or bows, f peaking to Almigh- 
ty God, he certainly an Act of 
divine Worſhip : But, when he kneels, or 
ſhews any other Token of Reſpect whether 
religious or civil, to any thing leſs than God, 
nobody terms that divine Wor ſhip, though it 
certainly is one kind of Worſhip, and conſe- 
quently you ought to have employed this 
Word with greater Precifion, unleſs you had 
a Mind to take the Advantage of the Ambi- 
guity of its Signification, which I think very 
much below fo learn'd a Gentleman. To 
avoid the like Confufion for the future, 
you are defired by the Catbolicis to take 
Notice, that if by Worſhip you mean di- 
vine Wor Ki no be to God, 
and then tax them with wor ſhipping Saints 
and Images, you are guilty my fouleſt 
Calumny, as the Charge implies no leſs 
than a Crime of the deepeſt Dye; fince it's 
evident the Worſhip or Honour which they 
pay to Saints, Pictures, or Images, is in- 
D finitely 
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the Honour and Norſtip due 
no leſs diſtinguiſhable frem it 
and Candour are from Infin- 


1 


the Catholick Chriſtian, 
ig faid that the Uſe of Ircenſe, Lamps, 
10 ater, and Prece may be found 
in the old Law, and by God's own 
5 tment: You are pleaſed to anſwer 
following Words, Should we grant 
« him all, ace from his Ar- 


« gument, what will he gain by it? Were 
« not all „ ggarly Elements wiped 

% away SPIRITUAL Worſhip of 
T Were not all annul- 
« led, on the Accome 0 their Weakneſs 
% and Unprofit lenefs, the more perfect 
Revelation of Fefis Chriſt? p. 5.”- - -I 
thank you, Sir, very heartily in Behalf of 
the Quakers and Methodiſts of Great-Bri- 
tain, and all ſuch as endeavour to reſtrain 


the divine Worſhip within the airy Bounds 
of avs 


e Spirit: But if you expect any 
Acknowledgments from the Church of 
Exglend, or indeed any Proteftant Church, 
which maintains a decent Form and Com- 


lines in its Wor/bip of God, I am much 


afraid will be cruelly diſappointed. 
"A ** 


For, 
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all ſuch Sacrifices and Ceremonies as fore- 
told, and were the and Memorials of 
the Meffiab to come, but alſo every Action, 
and 'd in the divine Wore 
ſhip of the old Law, muſt be aboliſh'd and 
held in Deteſtation by all — * many 
ſober . will find 
themſelves greateſt Part of 
their exterior one Wakes 


Chriſtian Church ? I fay, without Diftinc- 
tion: for every junior Divine of Cambridge, 
I dare fay, knows that the Abolition you 
os Figure of oe Coming of our bled Ree 
or Figure of the Coming of our Re- 
deemer, which none but the —— 


ews are ſo impious as to retain. But 
there 
God 


inted 
8 
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lo magiſterially to aſſert. If you perſiſt 
in not allowing this Diſtinction to be good 
Divinity, the Papiſts will naturally enquire 
of you, among other Things, what you 
think of Churching of Women; and the Pro- 
ceſſions on Aſcen/ion- Day (for that this lat- 
ter is, or ought to be, an Act of Religion, 
appears from the Prayer commonly uſed 
on that Occaſion) whether you will con- 
deſcend to acknowledge the Church of Eng- 
land beholden for the Hint to the old Law, 
as moſt People think, and yet ſuffer her 
to retain thoſe once Fewwiſh Rites; or bold- 

pronounce them abominable, and expreſi- 

aboliſhed and prohibited by God himelf. 


After this ſhining Proof of your pro- 
found Knowledge in Divinity, I beg, Sir, 
you will not take it amiſs, if I inftance 
as wonderful a Sample of your Logick, ob- 
ſerv'd by the Roman Catholicks in the fame 
Paragraph. | 


| 
St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
blames thoſe new Converts from Pagani ſin 
for having been ſeduced by Feuiſb Teach- 
ers, from the Faith and Law of Chriſt, and 
having embraced the whole Fewi/b Law as 
ſtill obligatory. | 


But 
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But the Papiſts uſe Incenſe, Lamps, 
Water, and Pricefſ ns, in their = 


Therefore the Papiſis, like the fooliſh 
Galatians, have left the Faith and Law of 
Chriſt, and are very fairly megiong 


_— _ = Is this i 4- New, and 

7 
of — 3 
thing more in Support of it, when you 
publiſh your Gab Edition, it will be very 
thankfully 


received, if I miſtake not, by 
eln 


You _ Sir, to collect the _ 

A drawn from 
gy 
Queſtion ; ¶ Was there ever a Temple in 
the N rld, not flriftly Heatbeniſb, in which 
there were ſeveral Altars, all ſmoaking 
with Incenſe within one View, and at one 
and the ſame Time? p. 9.] 


To this the Roman Catholicks reply, by 
aſking you a Queſtion in a parallel Caſe: 
Was there ever a City in the World, not 
« ſtrictly Heatheniſh, in which, before the 
2 —̃ 
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te there were ſeveral Tem appointed 
« for the divine Worſhip, 1 
* and the ame Time with numerous Con- 
«« gregations ? It is certain, fa „the 
Doctor muſt ſr 6 Yet 
it is as certain, that there were many ſuch 
Temples in ſeveral Pagan Cities ; and fince 
there never was an Example of it but what 


your Prefatory Diſcourſe. 


ſay they, the Doctor's over- 
warm - Zeal put a Trick on his Divinity, he 
would have certainly recollected, that as 
| God forbad any other Temple but that of 
TFeruſalem, to be erected to him by the Jews, 
to ſignify the Sacrifice of the Croſs 
was to be in the Neighbourhood 
of that City; fo, this Myſtery being com- 
pleated, the Chriſtians might lawfully erect 
to God as many Churches, and in thoſe 
Churches 


j 23 ] 


Altars as 


e 

the Jews ſhould to the 

England, that ſhe has various Temples bear- 

ing various Saints Names. For whatever 

Names the ſeveral Altars bear, the divine 

Hoſp, the Encharift Sacrifice cclebrat- 
is 


e 


Fro 


12855 
; 
5 


I 
1 


| 
: 


if 


A 


Wei bes and Mea 
Ar, * 7 aſures 


17 


P- 
hy to the Memory 


[24] | 

c ſufficient to determine the Time and 
* Placefor the Service of God. Toqueſtion 
* that they are not juſt Occaſions for the 
** conſecrating of Feſtiviis and of Churches 
* to the Service of God, in Honour of 
e their Memories, 1s * JusT PRESUMP- 
« TION, THAT MEN SEEK TOR $av'D 
«© BY SOME OTHER CHRISTIANITY, 
* than that which their Doctrine and their 
cc Blood planted.” 


But, 


argue the Roman Catholicks, what- 
ever Reaſon is ſufficient to determine the 
Place for ing a Church, is equally ap- 
plicable, and full as ju an Occafion for e- 
recting ſeveral Altars in the ſame Church. 


Therefore, unleſs the Doctor ſeek to be 
fav'd by fome other Chriſtianity than that 
which their Doctrine and their Blood plant- 
ed, he ought not to be offended at ſeeing 
feveral Altars, all fmoating with Incenſe, 
within one View, and at one and the ſame 
Time. 


Here perha 'Il reply (and through- 
out 5 you ſeem * 
no ſmall Streſs upon it) that many of the 
Pagan Temples, their Rztes, —_— Ge/ 
tures, &c. are ſtill employ d in Chriftzan 
1 o 


[ 25] 
Rome : Conſequently, by the moſt candid 
Conſtruftion of the Catholick Chriſtian's 
Reaſoning, we muſt neceſſarily call tbeir Ce- 
remonies Jewiſh ; or by puſhing it to its 
Length, Bal be obliged to call them Dz- 


_ They are your own Words, 
p. 


If I might hazard, without Offence, a 
Word or two of my own, I muſt needs 
fay, this ſounds devihfo harſh and unchari- 
table from one Chriffian to another. For 
unleſs, Sir, make Charge 
and prove that in — Wor- 
ſhip divine Honomys are given to Creatures, 
all moderate Men will condemn that un- 
couth Expreſſion. | 


declare that it cannot, without Ido- 

latry, be offer'd to the greateſt Saint: As to 
tneeling, I think I have ſhewn before, that, 
according to them, it denotes no one parti 
cular Kind of Worſh'p, and may ify di 
vr due to God alone, a Ni- 
hte; wad a civil Worſhip re- 
But, if I miſtake not, it is the Arcen/e that 
— — — _ 


126 
— your Uſe * the Word DE vII- 


Alas! Sir, Prejudice will affect the Eyes, 
as well as miſlead the Mind; which Obſer- 
vation, as far as it will go, you have my 
Conſent to alledge, if you think proper, as 
an Excuſe for that monſtrous 
For otherwiſe you, who, by your own 
Confeſſion, was often into the 
Churches in Italy, muſt have ſeen the H- 
cenſe, after being employ'd about the A 
ſented to the Ecclefiafticks in 
hair, and then to the People. That 
this is Matter of Fact, the Roman Catho- 
licks appeal to every Proteflant Gentleman 
who has made the the Tear of Bak, or other 
Roman Catholick Countries, with as much 
Obſervation perhaps as yourtelf, tho' with- 
out your Prejudice and Rancour. 


To worſhip the People, in your Senſe of 
the Word, that is, to give them divine 
Honours, would be devils , very deviliſh 
indeed. Why then did * aſ- 
ſert, that in thoſe Countries, they ſo diabo- 
lically ſurpaſs d the Pagans, that the very 
common People receiv'd divine Honour ? 
And, for a Proof of your Aſſertion, alledge 


No, 


— 


the Incenſe preſented to them. 
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No, Sir; you certainly had more Wit 
than to hazard your Reputation on ſo bold 
a Caſt; and ought you not to have had 
more Candour to ſtifle a Fact, which, 
in the Eye of every unprejudiced Man, 
would have prov'd to a Demonſtration, 
that the Roman Cath: licks, in their Uſe of 
Incenſe, no more intend to give divine Ho- 
nour to any thing leſs than God, than a cer- 
tain Dactar of Divinity does, when he 
kneels to his Prince, or bows to his Ac- 
quaintance ? 


Before we leave this Point, the Roman 
Catholicks beg to be heard in the Words of 
that learn'd Proteſtant Mr. Thorndike, p. 4. 
Ju Weights and Meaſures ; ſpeaking of 
the Practice of Chriftian Rome, © Who, 
* ſays he, while there was A nce of 
** Offence, did not make uſe of Jaa Tem- 
* for Churches: But, when the Of- 
" began to ceaſe, as in the Time of 
«© Honorius, common Reaſon obliged them 
*© todo it. Let them [ſuch as objected to this 
Practice] mete by their own Standard, 
* and then muſt pull down alt the 
* Churches in the Kingdom. I ſhall pre- 
fer the Wiſdom of St. Gregory of Rome, 
* by whom this Nation receiv'd Chriftia- 


cc nity ; 


* 


really, Sir, 
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z ordering the Pagan Feſtivals of 
* 2 e 
1 ſemblies of Chriſtians. For, if Chriſtia 
« nity fanRiify not all Times, Places and 
cc Gottures, that may pretend, in com- 
© God, wherein differeth it from udaiſm? 
« For in Judaiſm, the Day, Place, 
© the Circumſtance preſcribed by by the Law, 
. Action to be the Service of 
© God, which, it had been abominable to 
© tender God for his Service, at another 
« Time, I ONTO on GUING. 
* eee 8 1 1 
iftianity, fancti- 

roms all Places, all Geſtures, 
« all Circumſtances, that can to ex- 
bs to procure, to advance that Atten- 

= Gon of Mind, that Devation of 
** wherewith Chriſtians profeſs to i 
« God, in Spirit and Truth.” I don't 
hag what as u may think of all this, but 
pode Jo conclude that Mr. 
Thorndike, at leaſt as ſober 4 Prote as 
would not have taken the Incenſe 
of the Papifts, or the Candles on their Al. 

tars, to be either Feuiſb or Devikſh. 


The next 


Paſſage the Roman Catholicks 


de is the Affair of the 


Horſes ; 


your 

tance of this Point, viz. whether Hor/es 

a 

or not, certainly great to 

you, when, from the Cotbolick briftion's 
ying [be had never 


dares not deny 


der it fuſpeted. But th 3 144 
Learning, and Teachers of Re 

þ bt of what 1 og bp 
_-. to impoſe upon the poor Catho- 
Dr. Br. N R 


paper 
: 

You are defir'd, Sir, to — * 
Catholicks how you 14 hos 
lick Chriſtian's Words, that he is either per- 
plex a, aſhamed, or that he labours to ren- 


der the Fact ſuſpefted ? Certainly, fay they, 
the Do&or was hard pinch'd in 


pat 
tagonift's Words, who preſen 
Joon ahis bs we may ag rang i 
thing beatheniſh i in this 22 
Doctor, who 2s + 
ed (. it was, as be ſays, at 


[ 30 ] | 
Eighteen Pence) his oun Heorſes to be 
fs'd by theſe good Monks.] Methinks 
this little Piece of Rallery might have o- 
pened your Eyes, and convinced you that 
the Cathol:ck Chriſtian was fo far from be- 
ing perplex'd, or labouring to render the 
Fatt juſpeed, that he rather ſeems willing 
you ſhould make the moſt of it, and the 
authentick Teſttmony of the Eighteen Pence 
in your Note-Book of Expences. 


Upon the whole, the Roman Catholicks 
defire you would be pleas'd to obſerve that 
this Ceremony, tho' commendable enou 
in itſelf, dA Aba t. 2 i- 

jon, than cin golden Croſs on 
the Top of St. Pars ha Ranch of : Ty 
But as you make no Scruple to bleſs (as 
they piouſly preſume you don't) a Tythe- 
Gooſe or Pig on your Table, before you 
put it to the Uſe Providence defign'd it 
for; ſo they think the Bleſſing the Horſes, 
as they are God's Creatures and Gifts, may 
be piouſly obſerv'd by thoſe who are ſo diſ- 
pos'd.-----For my Part, Sir, I muſt needs 
own, that had your Horſes, after their Be- 
nediction, come down with you, and frac- 
tur d an Arm or a Leg (a Circumſtance I 
dare fay we ſhould have heard of had it 12 
pen d) you would have Reaſon to regret the 

* Eigbteen 


ant Ceremony practis d at Rome : But, 
= Sir, e Eng- 
D Roman Catholicks excluded from their 
Share of tender Concern? many of 
whom, like others of their Coun 
make the Tour of Italy : Are they too kept 


they ſet their Foot in Italy, whilſt a Pro- 
teſtant Divine is permitted to pry into every 
Corner, and play the Spy without Con- 
troul? 


you were capable of teaching the Catbolicł 
Chriſtian his Religion ; the Flouriſhes you 
make for your imagin'd Victory, favour 


much of the Knight-Errant. Doubtleſs, 
you 
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you think the great and learned Mab:llon, 
who, as well as the Catholick Chriftian, 
fays the Ceremony was wzxſual to him, 
might have receiv'd great Inſight into his 
Religion from fo able a Teacher as yourſelf. 


| But there is one Remark made on this 
celebrated Paſſage of your Prefat. Dif- 
courſe, I had almoſt forgot. They fay, 
that as you took the Pains to trace this Be- 
nediction of the Horfes up to the Reign of 
A . I dare ſay was 

hoppen'd at Gene & you 
can be for your Heart) and cite Se. Feran's 
Account of it, you ought not to have ſup- 
— he relazes as the Conſequence 
of the Fact, viz. that many Pagam were 


Een, 
Converſion to a Popiſb Miracle. 


As to the Flouriſh you make concerning 
the Tenſure, — 
I 


poſſibly be willi to give up, w 
bo gabe « cloſe Union with Al fober 
Proteſtants. Though after all, it may ve 


To tatter'd Crape the Drudgery of Pray r. 
G 


ARTH. 
Ho- 


F 


[ 34 ] 
However, if you will take N 
vice, let me with to expunge 
that in your next Edition, if it be 
| to away the Handle you have gi- 
ven to your Adverſaries of faying with a 
Sneer, the Defor muſt certainly be near 
finking when he catches at Streu 


But you ſeem, Sir, to take E 
collecting many Inſtances e 
Idolatry, as you are l . 
the Relpedt ſhewn in different Places to the 
Images of Saints, and the pompous In- 
ſcriptions concerning them. 


In Anſwer to this the Cathelicks defire 
to know, Sir, how you came to take it for 
granted, "that the Practice of this or that 
particular Place are Terms of Communion 
N or that and 
Eulogiums muſt be receiv'd 
as Anticles of Faith? For till this is prov'd, 
you ſkirmiſh with your own Shadow in- 
deed, hut ar very remote from 


ww 


ble with more than its Terms of 
Communion and Articles of Faith exact of 
its Members. 


In 


+ . » 


3 
In a Word, either the Roman Catholicks 


of England profeſs Popery, as you call it, 
or not: if do, 2» double Taxes and 


But, fay they, ſetting this afide, aſide, has not 
Ne with the AlL ſeeing 


Attribute of the Searcher of Hearts 


- "= e, it 
that 3 — 
mages of Chriſt and his Saints, but can 
never demonſtrate that their internal Belief 
was diametrically oppoſite to their folemn 
Profeſſion of Faith, and expreſs Words ſet 
down in their Catechiſms. Had he found, 


F 2 upon 


Abe e that the Peop 
t 
— = ac d and profeſs'd N. 
(and had hr Clown or Child made. 
— uch an Anſwer, it would not have 
— 1 fd he might reaſonably have aſ- 
they were train d, inſtructed, 
andencouragedin ſuch abominable Doctrine. 
But to conclude from his ocular Demon- 
tration, that he read the Sentiments of 
their Hearts, is to aſſume to himſelf a lar- 
r 
ature is allow d to poſſeſs. 


In Confirmation of this Anſwer, the Ca- 
tholicks appeal to another Divine, who, 
tho perhaps not ſo vers'd in the 
Claſſicks as yourſelf, has left ſuch 
Memory to — the Church 
to true Son 

of Diglmd mon then writing the Life of 
Cicero, or any other Pagan Hero, could 
poſſibly have effected. 


Mr. Thorndike, p. 127. JusT Wz1GuTs 
AND MEASURES. © Tothe Images of Saints 
* there can be no Idolatry, ſo long as Men take 
them for Saints, that is, God's Creatures; 
much leſs to the Images of our Lord. Fox 
* 1T 1S THE HonouUR oF ou Lon, and 


not of his Image. Wes Toy uh 


[37] 
* thought their falſe Gods to dwell in 
« their Images, (Wu IcH TroucnT 
* MADE THEM IDoLs) muſt needs ho- 
nour them with the Honour proper to 
God, though in fo doing they honour'd 
* indeed the Devil, that brought in Lol 


„ . 


S to your Af- 
ſertion exatt Conformity between Po- 
pery and Paganiſm. 11 * 


vourable to that 

you are pleaſed to employ, p. 26, when 
you tell us, © It is not your 
® wo enter into a formal Dilcuſon of 
Nature of Idolatry ; which according to 
« EVERY SENSE of it, as our Divines 
Rn nb new ns 
<< in Popiſb Rome.” Indeed, Sir! Will you 
venture to brand fo large a Body of Men, 
as the Chriſtians in Communion with the 
See of Rome are at this Day, with the 
Guilt of the greatef, the blackeft Crime 
Human Nature is capable of, without 
allotting a few of your numerous 
to diſcuſs the genuine Meaning of the 
Word Idolatry ? Could not Chriſtian Cha- 
rity . Divine to take 
Trouble, that he might proceed with 
greater Franzen in- Med th ig 
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eſt Importance with regard to the far greater 
Part of Chriſtendom? Fie, Sir! I wiſh you 
could your Readers that you did 
not reflect on the Conſe of ſo bold 
an Aſſertion, when you pronounced that 
ing Sentence, that [dolatry, in EVERY 
SENSE of. the Word, as our Divines have 
fully demonſtrated, is now exerciſed in Po- 
Nome; ſince it implies no than a 
unciation of the true God. I do not 
apprehend you will have Recourſe to fo 
mean aSubterfuge, as to come off with fay- 
ing, that by Popiſb Rome you only mean 
the Practices of that and ſome neighbour- 
ing Cities. Such a Reſtriction would nei- 
ther mend the Matter, nor agree with your 
own Words, p. 40. where you aſſert, that 
it is the uni ver ſal Belief of all Popiſh Coun- 
tries, that there is a Power in the Image. 


You are pleaſed to lay it down as a cer- 
tain Truth, that the Divines of the Church 
of England (for that I ſuppoſe is your Mean- 
ing of the Word our; if I miſtake, I am 
willing to ſtand correfted) have fully de- 
monſtrated, that Idolatry, according to every 
Senſe of it, is now exerciſed in Pop1ſh Rome. 
Many of your Readers will, from your 
manner of expreſſing it, take the Thing for 
granted, and conclude, that no _— 
I vme 


But, Sir, 

give me Leave to aſk you, How an Gen- 

tleman, who xd to he lu thr of 
Reader 


Candour, y lead his 
Conſequence 4 2 


2 l 09 G 
fignedly ; for I 

that a Doctor of Divinity 
ſo little of Controverſy, as Y i» Ks 
that this Point, viz. Whether the Papiſts in 


— , God 
2 18 meRges 


eee, 
Reverend Doctor 1 ages 
Part of Chriſtendom with the Imputation of 
ſo monſtrous a Crime? Why, he has ſeen 
the Images of Saints carried in Proceffion ; 
he has pick d up a few rhetorical Flou- 
W 
Arches ! 


But, Sir, 


7 go farther, and tax you 
with unfair ſometimes in tranſlat- 
ing the Citations Authors of any Credit; 
at other Times citing Proteftants prorniſ- 
cuouſly with Catholicks, in order to ſurpriſe 
the unwary Reader into a Belief that the 


. C. 5. . in your Tranſla- 
tion e ** that the Images 


INN 


not the er, oy ogy = 
— 3n theis * 
too good a Grammarian, 
PE IN” fo that 
muſt have influenced you here. 

like Nature is your accurate Verſion, 256 
of the two Latin Verſes 
Church of St. Martina, which i - 
more than that a Heathen Temple of ary 
was conſecrated for the Chriftian Worſhip 
under her Name ; but, with a little of your 


Dexterity, made to fignify, that 
where IL-1... ng worſhip- 


ped as God, the is wahre as a Go 
Claims 


(4) 


Claims nom the Worſhip which to him was 
paid. 


Nor is your Tranſlation of Mabillon's 
Account of the Melting of St. Fanuarius's 
Blood, lefs liable to the Imputation of 

ain Exgliſb 
no more, than that tbe Blood, when 
placed near the Head, it ſeen ¶ or ſeems} 
to melt; and that Part of the Vial being 
et u uppermoſt, wherem Blood lay con- 
gealed, it naturally drops | when * ] 
- 4 the lower Part. Is this ſolving the 
52 naturally? bs this feng it 
at of the Pries Hands, or other 
1 Fie, Sir! have done with 
ſuch mean Artifices. | 


in; Candor, fay they, ought to have 
— upon e his 
eader * Heſpinian, Scaliger, _ 3 
beim, 8 
qualified determinin 
in their own Favour, ing ny Conroe 
rity only, unleſs Men muſt be admitted as 
Judges in their own Caule. - - - As to the 
Controverſy wherein you cite 
Scaliger and Spanheim concerning St. Pe- 
| ters having dern af Rene, you ar defied 


Fraud: Mabillon's Words in 
import 
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to conſult Calmet s Diſſertation on that Af- 
fair, and then perhaps you will bluſh for 
having aſſerted that many © hes 'd Men __— 
doubted of the Fat, and that you knew they 
had not any authentick Aman to e- 
monſtrate his Ræſidenc beep them, 0. 5 v5. 


4. if Calmet's Cele? Caalogur or 
Fuck will noe pre- 
wall with you ter that 


in your next Edition, perhaps Bi- 
ſhop Pearſon and Dr. Hammond may have 
more Weight with you. 


Nor do your Adverfaries favour you 
more on account of ſome Vouchers you 
Controver- 


have alledged, who, in re 
ſy, are of as great Au as the Gi- 
gantick Hiſtory of Guild HU the Curio- 
fities of St. Paul s and the Tower, dedicated 
to all the little Maſters and Miſes of Great 
Britain. Such, fay they, are the Doctor's 
Roma moderna, Roma fubterranea. And 
as for the Antiquaries he is to re- 
ferr to, continue , COncernin St. Oreſte, 
&c. he little thought his Readers 
would ever be told, that there are many 
who bear that Title at Rome, whoſe Live- 
lihood depends upon trudging about the 
Streets with to the ſeveral Curio- 
ſities, and conſequently are of as great Im- 
portance 


1631 
portance as the Man who ſhows the Tombs 
1 at two Pence a 


= draw I Ce. 3 od 
we have through 

fences wok five wen of their Paganiſm. 
As to the fixth, Is on the V for 
the Devotion of Travellers ; es, and 
ſometimes Chapels upon Hills ; and, ſeventh- 
ly, Proceſſions. You ſay, the Catholick bas 
offered nothing upon them worth the Pains 
of conſideri I am afraid, Sir, turn'd 
. 
Preface too haſtily, otherwiſe you would 
have found a much more ſerious Anſwer, 
than what you have advanced in your Let- 
ter on — of thoſe Subjects — de- 


The laſt Inſtance you have aſſigned for 
their Paganiſin is couch d under the Title 
of Miracles. What concerns them in ge- 
neral, as I inform'd you before, will be 
the Employment of another Pen. * 
particular ones, there is no 
attac them fairly, unleſs = AY 
could be had to the Records wherein they 
ſtand atteſted. So that if we don't admit 
your Jþ/e dixit as ſuperior in Authority to 
G 2 your 


141 
your Anagoniſts, it will prove a drawn 
Battle. You will 
mas of Canterbury ; 
lowed to give my Opinion, all 22 

| againſt him being chi rom, 
* 2 on, his Enemies — Aran 
will not take off the Odium from his bloody 
Executioners, and all that were any ways 
concern d in his execrable Murder, though 
you will not allow it a Martyrdom. 


As to the Article concerning the Adorg- 
tion of theHoft, you are pleas'd to ſay it was 
too abſurd for the Practice even of the 
Heathens. This, Sir, the Roman Catholicks 
look as one of thoſe extraordinary 
Flour in which you are too apt to in- 
dulge yourſelf. For, fay they, the Merits 
of this Article muſt ſtand or fall by the 
Doctrine of the real Preſence, which is no 
leſs implied in the Canſubſtantiation of the 
Lutherans, than in the Tranſubſtantiation 
of the Papiſts. Conſequently, Reaſons 
might be alledged (if it were proper) why 
he ought not to give a Looſe to indecent 
Expreſſions on this Subject, to ſay nothing 
of the numerous Body of foreign Prote- 
fants, who are equally concerned. 


Before 
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Before we leave this Subject, I muſt beg 


Leave, Sir, to trouble you with a few Que- 
ries. 


came to content yourſelf 
with the Authority of Tully, to prove that 
none but Madmen could make it a Point 
of to eat their God; when the 
Catholick draws his t from the 
Catecbiſin of the Church of England? Me- 
thinks this deſerv'd a more ſerious Anſwer 
from a Doffor of Divinity. You add in- 
mighty wiſe Queſtion ; as if, 2 
ed Writers bad y de- 
Sacramental Bread to be God ; 
which all Proteſtants ny 6 in that groſs and 
ridiculous Senſe in which the Papiſis inter- 
pret them Here you are at your ALL Pro- 
22222 Pray, Sir, if you call the 
Papiſt Aſſertion, viz. © That what was 
© Bread, 21 1 * 
ge but is changed into the Body of Chriſt,” 
22 ridiculous ; be to tell us 
hat you think of the Lutheran (that 
large Body of Proteſtants) Poſition, when 
affirm both Chriſt's Body and the Bread 
preſent in the Sacrament ? 


Sir; you ought to know that the 


Azain, 
Papifts are not ſo mad as to fay they BAT 
I their 
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their God, in the groſs and ridiculous Senſe 
you mean the Word Eat. But how come 

to ſkip over his from thoſe 
Words of Catechiſm, ©* The Body and 
Hood of Chrift are verily and indeed 
* taken and received by the Faithful in the 
« Lord's ?” Which certainly imply, 
as your Antagoniſt obſcrves, that the Faith- 
ful may be ſaid to feed upon their God, as 
well as in the Popiſb Doctrine of Tranſub- 
fantiation. For my part, I gueſs from your 
profound Silence, that this Article of the 
Catechiſm may poſſibly be one of thoſe 
Points, you ſeem fo willing to renounce, in 
order to promote a cloſer Union with ALI. 
fober Proteſtants, p. 112. But before you 
part with an Article of fo much Conſe- 
let me adviſe you to read the learn'd 
Mountagu, Ken, Andrews, Forbes, 
Dr. Jeremy Taylor, and Mr. Thorndike ; 
who all flatly deny the Papifts to be 1do- 
laters in their Adoration of the Sacrament. 


There is one Difficulty remains yet, 
which I own has ſtartled me not a little. 
You having faid in your Letter, that you 
© are more enclin'd to favour the Heroes 
« of Antiquity raiſed up into Gods, and 
« receiving divine Honours, [p. 162. ] than 
eto leave the Romiſh Saints in P ; o 
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